
JWWS ONLINE SUMMIT  
2020 SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, JUNE 7 – MONDAY, JUNE 8

JWWS ONLINE SUMMIT, SUNDAY, JUNE 7

4:30–5:05 PM IL

2:30–3:05 PM UK

9:30–10:05 AM EDT

6:30–7:05 AM PDT

Surprise Guest Speaker!
We are offering this extra surprise at a slightly earlier time while still sticking to our full schedule. If 
it’s too early in the day for you, you can catch the replay later!

ROY S. & LEAH NEUBERGER
Hold On!
Famed author and inspirational lecturer Roy S. Neuberger and his eishes chayil/
editor discuss finding meaning—and the words—with which to express it!

Roy S. Neuberger was born into a very wealthy, highly assimilated, New York banking family. Wealth 
did not bring him fulfillment, and together with his wife Linda (Leah) he set out on a life-changing 
quest, with stints as a forest ranger, fire spotter, hedge fund manager, and school principal. Now that 
he has found the meaning of life, he shares his inspiring lessons with a rare wit and wisdom over the 
span of several books, including his latest bestseller, Hold On! Surviving the Days before Moshiach.

TAMAR ANSH
Welcome and Introduction from the Director

Tamar Ansh is the director of the JWWS and acquisitions editor for Tfutza Publications. She is the 
author of seven books. Her best-seller book, A Taste of Challah, is now also a challah demo business, 
known as the Jerusalem Challah Experience. Tamar’s challah events give tour groups, women’s and 
youth groups, bat mitzvahs, and family events — in person as well as on Zoom, internationally — 
an inside look at the mitzvah of challah and why it is such an uplifting experience, together with 
hands-on challah braiding, tips, and how-to’s. Tamar is an international expert on challah and is 
presently or has been a food columnist for Mishpacha, the Jewish Press, the OU, and Hamodia. In her 
professional writing career, Tamar is an editor as well as a trained copywriter, specializing in e-mail 
sequencing and e-mail marketing: TamarAnsh Copywriting.

ETKA GITEL SCHWARTZ
Type with an Ice Cube in Your Lap, and Other Excellent Habits
A writer’s toolbox of tricks to help make your settings and characters real 
enough to touch.

Etka Gitel Schwartz is a writer for Binah magazine and the author of the novels Shortchanged, Full 
Harvest, The Grey Lines, The Happiness Cipher, In Those Days In This Time, and most recently A Veiled 
Truth. She is currently fascinated by the nuts and bolts of story structure, all possible answers to the 
word why, and the 1800s. 

times for both days:
israel (il)

5:00 – 9:30 pm
new york (edt)

10:00 am – 3:30 pm
london (uk)
3:00 – 7:30 pm

los angeles (pdt)
7:00 am – 12:30 pm

5:05–5:15 PM IL

3:05–3:15 PM UK

10:05–10:15 AM EDT

7:05–7:15 AM PDT

5:15–5:50 PM IL

3:15–3:50 PM UK

10:15–10:50 AM EDT

7:15–7:50 AM PDT



BEILY PALUCH
I’m Telling My Story; Why Is No One Listening?
A Stroke Survivor Struggles Her Way Back to Language through Writing

What happens when you lose the gift of language, and have to regain it step by 
arduous step? And you are a writer, and you know that regardless of ability, 
you must share your story with the world? Join this writer and discover the 
techniques she used as she shares her journey of rediscovery, reworking her 
story again and again, each time at the next level.

Beily Paluch is still trying on various writing genres for size. So far she has written two finger-play board 
books, Boy oh Boy! A Mother’s Guide to Raising Boys from Bris to Bar Mitzvah (guess what she has seven of!), 
as well as articles of all stripes. Now that her life’s moved out of the realm of humdrum, and she has a story, 
she’s taken up the challenge of the personal narrative. In her parallel life, she is the founder and senior 
programmer of the Brooklyn Web Center, a high-end web and app development company in Brooklyn. 

A JWWS Featured Panel
Putting Out Fires

Responding to the twin scourges of anti-Semitism and anti-Charedi’ism today

15 minutes with…

RABBI YITZCHOK ADLERSTEIN
Lessons from the Frontlines
Do’s and don’ts I’ve learned in a dual role of combating anti-Semitism and 
defending Torah

Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein is the Director of Interfaith Affairs for the Simon Wiesenthal Center, the 
Jewish global human rights organization. He is a founding editor of Cross-Currents, the blog of Torah 
thought and contemporary affairs. Before moving to Israel, he taught Jewish law at Loyola Law School 
in Los Angeles for fifteen years. He has published several sefarim on Maharal and Nesivos Shalom.

15 minutes with…

LEAH AHARONI
Through the Looking Glass
How we can shape our community’s reflection in the media

Does interacting with the secular world sometimes make you feel like some people 
are living in an alternative reality? Do you find it hard to articulate Torah values 
to the world? Learn how people make evaluations and how to present the frum 
community and its outlooks in ways that people of any background can understand.

Leah Aharoni is the Chief People Officer and Head of Special Projects at Channel 20 TV. Seven years ago, 
she founded Women for the Wall, a grassroots organization devoted to preserving the sanctity of the Kotel 
in the spirit of Jewish unity. Leah is also the founder of www.SHEvuk.com, where she has coached and 
consulted hundreds of businesses and female entrepreneurs to succeed by connecting to their unique 
mission. She teaches chassidut and leads self-development trips and retreats in Israel and Europe.

15 minutes with…

RABBI AVI SHAFRAN
Second Thoughts about the Fourth Estate
The role of relationships in dealing with media

An inside view from Agudath Israel’s spokesman on the importance of creating 

5:55–6:30 PM IL

3:55–4:30 PM UK

10:55–11:30 AM EDT

7:55–8:30 AM PDT

6:35–7:45 PM IL

4:35–5:45 PM UK

11:35–12:45 PM EDT

8:30–9:45 AM PDT



relationships with media and public figures in order to lay the groundwork for 
influencing them to be fair.

Rabbi Avi Shafran has served as Agudath Israel of America’s spokesman since 1994. He writes widely 
in the Jewish and general media and is the author of several books, including Migrant Soul: The 
Story of an American Ger (Targum/Feldheim) and, most recently, It’s All in the Angle (Torah Temimah 
Publications/Judaica Press), a collection of selected essays. His website is www.rabbiavishafran.com. 

15 minutes with…

RABBI MENACHEM LEVINE
You Can Make a Difference — And You Should
At a time when Torah, b’nei Torah, and Jews are increasingly under attack in the media, we CAN 
and MUST make a difference.

There is great influence yielded by the pen and the empowerment to influence 
on a much greater scale. Hear why passion, determination, and marketing are 
important in getting an article published and its message spread. Harness the 
written word to spread positivity for Jews and especially Chareidi Jewry. You, 
too, can use your writing skills to act as an eloquent advocate for Orthodox 
Jewry and Torah values. 

Rabbi Menachem Levine has served as the rav of Kehillas Am Echad in San Jose, California, since 2007 
and will become the CEO of JDBY-YTT, the largest Jewish school in the Midwest, when he relocates 
to Chicago this summer. He is a popular speaker and has written for numerous publications. Rabbi 
Levine’s personal website is www.thinktorah.org. 

LIBBY LAZEWNIK
Seven Myths of Successful Writing
Are you feeling constrained by the so-called “rules” of good writing? Learn 
when and how you can break free of those rules to produce dynamite fiction!

Libby Lazewnik is a longtime writer of beloved fiction for both adults and young adults. Her stories 
and columns appear weekly in the Yated Neeman, and she has translated many books for ArtScroll 
as well. She is the author of dozens of novels and short story books. Her first full-length biography, 
From Djerba to Jerusalem, was published by ArtScroll in 2018, to general acclaim. This is her first 
appearance at the JWWS, and she’s thrilled to be here!

JWWS WORKSHOPS SET ONE
(See workshops PDF separately.)

END Day One!

7:45–8:25 PM IL

5:45–6:25 PM UK

12:45–1:25 PM EDT

9:45–10:25 AM PDT

8:30–9:30 PM IL

6:30–7:30 PM UK

1:30–2:30 PM EDT

10:30–11:30 AM PDT



JWWS ONLINE SUMMIT, MONDAY, JUNE 8

4:30–5:00 pm IL

2:30–3:00 PM UK

9:30–10:00 am EDT

6:30–7:00 am PDT

Surprise Guest Speaker!
We are offering this extra surprise at a slightly earlier time while still sticking to our full schedule. If 
it’s too early in the day for you, you can catch the replay later!

RUCHAMA FEUERMAN
Holy People
How to write about a holy person without sounding schmaltzy

What gets in the way of powerfully depicting a holy individual? What are some 
of the pitfalls and how can we avoid them?

Ruchama Feuerman is a writing coach and novelist. Her story, “The Rebbetzin’s Courtyard,” was 
published in Narrative magazine and released by Blackstone Press in audio form. It picks up where 
Ruchama’s celebrated novel, In the Courtyard of the Kabbalist (New York Review Books) leaves off. 
The novel, about an assistant to a mekubal, was included in the Wall Street Journal’s list of best fiction 
of the year and was optioned to be made into a movie. Ruchama also writes books for young adults 
and children, one of which was a PJ Library Selection. 

TAMAR ANSH
Intro to E-mail Marketing
It’s the alef-beis of any business. 

Some things you’ve just got to know and how to get started.

SHERRI MANDELL
Writing Powerful Essays
How you can improve your essays by writing with a sense of place, emotion, 
structure, and a sense of humor!

Sherri Mandell won a National Jewish Book Award in 2004 for her spiritual memoir, The Blessing of 
a Broken Heart (Toby Press, 2003). The book was translated into three languages and adapted into a 
play which toured America. She is also the author of The Road to Resilience: From Chaos to Celebration 
(Toby Press, 2016), and the picture book, The Elephant in the Sukkah (Kar-Ben Copies, 2019) which 
was also a PJ Selection. She received Moment Magazine’s prize for best short fiction in 2009, a Simon 
Rockower prize for the personal essay in 2011, and a PJ Author Incentive Award in 2018. She and her 
husband created the Koby Mandell Foundation in honor of their son Koby, who was 13 when he was 
murdered by terrorists in Israel in 2001. The foundation runs Camp Koby, a sleepaway camp for 
bereaved children. She is also a pastoral counselor and a facilitator of healing groups for bereaved 
mothers. She teaches memoir and essay writing in Jerusalem.

MARCIA METH, MIRIAM ZAKON, & EMMY LEAH ZITTER
The Sisters Schmooze about…
What to Write • How to Write • When, Where, and Why to Write • (And How to 
Get Published…)

Marcia Meth, aka “The Twins’ Sister” or “The Older Sister Schmoozer,” lives in Silver Spring, MD. For 
more than three decades as a government contractor, she has directed and written for various U.S. federal 
projects involving public health — usually for agencies within the National Institutes of Health (NIH). 
Currently, she writes web content for the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases. 

Miriam Zakon has had the good fortune, and the zechus, of being involved in Jewish publishing for 
decades, working as an editor, translator, and writer. She is the creator of the B.Y. Times and Baker’s 

5:00–5:15 PM IL

3:00–3:15 PM UK

10:00–10:15 AM EDT

7:00–7:15 AM PDT

5:25–6:15 PM IL

3:25–4:15 PM UK

10:25–11:15 AM EDT

7:25–8:15 AM PDT

6:15–6:55 PM IL

4:15–4:55 PM UK

11:15–11:55 AM EDT

8:15–8:55 AM PDT



Dozen series, translated the Tzenah U’Renah, and founded Horizons, one of the first magazines for 
Jewish women. Her novel Freefall was serialized in Family First and then released in book form. She 
is currently the acquisitions editor for ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications. 

Dr. Emmy Leah Zitter loves the English language and expresses that love in many directions. She 
chairs the English Department of Michlalah-Jerusalem College, which trains English teachers for the 
Israeli school system. As senior lecturer at Michlalah-Jerusalem and in Shaanan College’s Master’s 
Degree program, she introduces her students to the delights of literature and the pleasure of their 
own creative writing. Emmy Leah has published numerous academic articles. She wrote young adult 
novels in the much-loved B.Y. Times and Baker’s Dozen series, has published pieces in Jewish and 
non-Jewish magazines, and best of all, is one of the three Sisters whose “Schmoozes” are featured 
regularly in Mishpacha’s Family First magazine. 

NECHY SAMPSON
Show Up as a Pro
Attract better clients who will refer you to others — all from home

Get 12 simple ways to ramp up the professionalism of your writing-related 
business, while scaling it to adapt to life’s demands. Your clients never have to 
know if you run it from your kitchen table! 

Nechy Sampson runs her business, Owl Copy, from her Brooklyn basement, while her kids thump 
around upstairs. As a sales funnel copywriter, she’s helped 200+ businesses net millions in revenue. 
She also coaches ambitious copywriters in private sessions and in the CopyTribe course. In her 
spare time, she sleeps. 

SHIFRAH DEVORAH WITT
Goals, Goals, Goals 
Why you need writer’s goals, how to create them, and how to achieve them. 
This presentation will answer these questions, together with practical writing 
exercises to get you started. And help you reach your finish line.

Shifrah Devorah Witt, MA, MFA, is a manuscript development writing coach and the founder of Life 
Solutions: Therapy, Writing to Heal, Bach Remedies, Coaching. She’s the author of From Me to We: A 
Guide to the First Year of Marriage and Beyond (ArtScroll) and The Inside Secrets to the Craft of Writing; 
she is co-author of The Complete Asian Kosher Cookbook and The Best of Mexican Kosher Cooking. Visit 
her at www.shifrahdevorahwitt.com or at www.sdwitt.blogspot.com.

SARAH SHAPIRO
The Human Race
Riding Along the Racetrack, For Whom Are We Writing?

Sarah Shapiro is a long-time writer and workshop leader. Her published work includes the four-
volume Our Lives Anthology series; Growing with My Children: A Jewish Mother’s Diary; Don’t You 
Know It’s a Perfect World?; A Gift Passed Along; and Wish I Were Here. She is currently a columnist for 
Ami magazine and gives writing workshops in Israel and abroad. 

JWWS WORKSHOPS SET TWO
(See workshops PDF separately.)

END Day Two!

7:00–7:45 PM IL

5:00–5:45 PM UK

12:00–12:45 AM EDT

9:00–9:45 AM PDT

7:50–8:10 PM IL

5:50–6:10 PM UK

12:50–1:10 PM EDT

9:50–10:10 AM PDT

8:10–8:30 PM IL

6:10–6:30 PM UK

1:10–1:30 PM EDT

10:10–10:30 AM PDT

8:30–9:30 PM IL

6:30–7:30 PM UK

1:30–2:30 PM EDT

10:30–11:30 AM PDT


